Introduction
Le ers are one of the most important sources of the life of Severus of Antioch. 1 Synodical Le ers are those wri en by a patriarch soon a er his consecration, conveying the news of his election by the Synod which presided over it. The purpose of these instruments of ecclesial communion was to prove the orthodoxy of the writers. They contain a profession of faith, a statement by the new Patriarch, etc. 2 In his monumental study, J. M. Fiey highlights the importance of the Synodical Le ers between the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch especially starting at the time of Severus of Antioch. 3 A er the election of Dioscorus II as new Patriarch, he wrote to Severus and received from him a reply (515-517). 4 
The Importance of these Le ers
Despite the fact that the Synodical Le er is mentioned in the History of the Patriarchs 11 as well as in the Synaxarium, very few historians have paid enough a ention to the patriarchate of John II and his relations with Severus of Antioch. 12 These le ers between the two prelates are
